
HOW-TO GUIDE

The Browse panel is in the centre of the Home page and in the top right-hand corner of every other page:

Browse by entry:

Browse by frequency:

Browse by date:

Browse the dictionary from A-Z

Browse A-Z dictionary entries much as you 
would a printed dictionary, by clicking 
‘Dictionary’ in the Browse panel (see above).

A list of entries beginning with A, n. is displayed. 
Each consists of the headword (the name of 
the entry) and the entry’s first line. You can jump 
to any alphabetical point in the dictionary, or 
order the entries by date or frequency instead of 
alphabetically, if you prefer.

Searching 
the OED

Browsing the dictionary:



Explore using the word wheel

The word wheel, headed ‘Jump to:’, contains the list of all the 
entries in the dictionary. It always opens with the most recently 
viewed entry highlighted in the centre of the list. Click on any 
entry to display it.

How to use quick search 

The quick search bar can be found on the OED homepage and at 
the top of every entry page, and  finds main dictionary entries, such 
as alphabet, break, xylophone. It also finds phrases and compounds 
listed within main entries, such as to look up or alphabet book, and 
variant spellings such as dictionarie.

In a quick search, it is not necessary to type punctuation or worry 
about special characters, accents, hyphens, or capital letters. 
Discover more about using quick search here. 

Wildcard searches 

The quick and advanced searches will not recognize a misspelling (although if no results are found, you will be 
offered a list of the closest alternatives alphabetically). If you do not know how to spell a word, you can use a 
wildcard character in your search. A wildcard is a symbol which stands for any character. Two wildcards are 
available. The question mark ? represents the occurrence of any one single character, and the asterisk * 
represents the occurrence of any number of characters (or no character at all).

For example:
• c?t finds cat, cot, cut
• c*t finds cat, caught, commencement, conflict, consent, cot, cut, etc.

Wildcards are useful if you do not know how to spell a word, if you are not sure in what form the term you want 
appears in the dictionary, or if you want to find several terms beginning with the same root. Type your wildcard 
search directly into the quick search box. Find out more here.  
 

Searching the dictionary:

Home page view:

View on rest of oed.com:

https://public.oed.com/how-to-use-the-oed/video-guides/#quick-search
https://public.oed.com/how-to-use-the-oed/video-guides/#quick-search


How to use the advanced search 

An advanced search is a full search of the entire dictionary text. It 
finds your term wherever it occurs in the dictionary. This could be 
in the form of an entry name, part of another word’s definition, in a 
quotation, etc.  

Advanced search can be especially useful for very specific 
searches. You can utilise the search area functionality to search 
by each section of an entry. You can also use filters to narrow your 
search to match certain criteria, for example selecting ‘Korean’ in the 
language of origin filter will provide results for all words of Korean 
origin. 

Advanced search is located under the Search box at the top of the 
page or in the centre of the Home page. Discover more about using 
advanced search here.

Search area options: 

Filtering options: 

Browsing by categories or sources:

Categories allow you to explore the dictionary through groupings of words in, for instance, a subject or from 
a particular origin. If you want to find all the Carribbean borrowings in English, or find the first word related to 
espionage to enter the dictionary, this is the function for you.

https://public.oed.com/how-to-use-the-oed/video-guides/#advanced-search
https://public.oed.com/how-to-use-the-oed/video-guides/#advanced-search


With sources you can browse the top 1000 sources to 
be cited as example sentences in the dictionary.

You can find both categories and sources on the home page search 
bar, as well as a link to the Historical Thesaurus, which allows you to 
search for historical synonyms. 
Find our helpful guide to the Historical Thesaurus here. 

Understanding the results page:

If there is only one result from your search, you’ll be taken directly to that entry. If your search has multiple 
results, a list will be displayed. Results are grouped by part of speech, and you can re-order results by 
frequency or date to suit your search needs. 

Results are also shown for related phrases, definitions, quotations, etymologies, and full text of the OED . You 
can also widen your search from your results page, by clicking on ‘quotations’ for example, if you’d like to see 
quotations which contain your searched term, or ‘phrases’ if you’d like to see phrases that contain it. 

https://public.oed.com/wp-content/uploads/OED-Historical-Thesaurus-how-to.pdf


Explore the OED
Watch our helpful video guides
Discover more about how to use the OED
Discover more about search functionality in the OED

Further refine your search by using the options that appear on the 
right-hand side of the results page. When you select an option, the results 
list will refresh accordingly. 

Watch our detailed guide to understanding the results page. 

Additional Resources

https://www.oed.com/
https://public.oed.com/how-to-use-the-oed/video-guides/
https://public.oed.com/how-to-use-the-oed/
https://public.oed.com/blog/searching-the-oed 
https://public.oed.com/how-to-use-the-oed/video-guides/#understanding-the-results-page

