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PREFACE TO VOLUME V. 

HIS. volume contains the words beginning with the letters H, I, ], K. Including the Main words, to
T which separate articles are allotted, the special Combinations or compounds, explained and illustrated 
under the Main words, and the Subordinate entries of obsolete and variant forms entered in their alphabetical 
places, with a reference to the Main words under which they are treated and illustrated, the number of words 
amounts to 32,700. The Combinations of simple and obvious meaning, of which lists are given under the 
Main words, without further explanation, but in most cases with illustrative quotations, number 4,3 I 8 
more, raising the actual total of words treated in the volume to 37,018. 

These words are thus distributed among the four letters: 
Subordinate Special ObviousMain words. Total 1,words. Combinations. Combinations. 

H (516 pages) 8,900 2,145 2,260 2,708 16 ,01 3 
11,350 1,636 683 778 14,447 

J (1I6 " ) 1,727 402 441 419 
K(Il2 " ) 1,577 1,084 495 413 

2,989 
3,569 

Total 23,554 5,26 7 3,879 4,318 37,018 

Considered as to their status in the language, the Main words are distinguished approximately into 
those native or fully naturalized, and still current, those now obsolete (marked t), and those considered as 
alien or imperfectly naturalized (marked II)· The distribution of the Main words is as follows: 

Current. Obsolete. Alien. Tota12• 

H 7,061 1,463 376 8,900 
I 7,847 170 11,350 

1,361 280 86 1,727 
K 

J7,367 

J ,098 267 212 1,577 
J 

Total 5,343 844 23,554 

The differing proportions of the various classes of words here tabulated reflect the different parts 
played by H, I, ], and K, as initial letters in English. H is, on the whole, a normal letter, containing 
the usual proportion of old words, Old English and French, with additions from all the sources that 
normally contribute to the English vocabulary, none of these being in excess, unless, perhaps, the modern 
learned words from Greek; it contains no Latin prefix. I, on the other hand, containing the words formed 
with the Latin prefixes in- (il-, into, ir-), inter-, intra-, intro-, is preponderatingly Latinic. Hence, 
whereas in the Bosworth-Toller Anglo-Saxon Dictionary H occupies five times as many pages as I, in 
the modern English dictionary I requires rather more pages than H. But few of these Latinic words are 

1 If to these be added the words in Volumes I-IV, we have for the contents of the first eleven letters of the alphabet, the following figures: 

Subordinate Special Obvious
Main words. TotaL
words. Combinations. Combinations. 

• For the sake of c omparison with Dr. Johnson's Dictionary, and with some more recent lexicographical works the following statistics have 
been carefully compiled for these letters: 

Cassell'sJohnson. , Century' Diet. I Funk's Standard.' Here., Encyc1opredic: 

{[ 
1,533 6,853 9,690 9,630 16,013 
2,OJ2 6,630 7,575 7,846 14,447 

Total words recorded 299 1,338 1,736 1,730 2,989 
205 1,412 2,064 2,07 1 3,569 

1,194 1,898 3,357 999 12,II8

{[ 1 ,640 2,76• 3,961 894 12,133
'Vords illustrated by quotations 237 378 7J 1 198 2, 429 

K 

150 322 595 '77 2,474 

4,150 3,084 8,349 1,3 27 59,776 
4,451 3,907 8,301 1,41 2 54,730 

763 593 1,522 256 12,080 
665 557 1,505 229 12,340 

The quotations in Richardson's Dictionary are, H 4,500, 16,195, J 901, K 684. 
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old enough in the language to have sustained any phonetic or even orthographic change, and few of them are 
of the kind (simple substantives) that readily form compounds; hence, the number of variant forms requiring 

the words 
to be registered as 'subordinate words', and especially of 'combinations', is small in proportion to the whole. 
On the other hand a great number of that have been at various times derived or formed from 
Latin, have failed to become permanent constituents of the language; they have again gone out of use; 
hence, the 'obsolete words' in I are disproportionately numerous. J and K are imperfect letters; more 
than half the words which would belong to them phonetically, are actually spelt with G and C; hence they 
are lexicographically among Hie small letters. Also, they were not properly Old English letters; but J 
contains old words from or through French, while K was substituted in early Middle English for Old English 
C 'hard' before e, i (y) and n. The proportion of' combinations' in J and K is somewhat normal, as is also 
that of' subordinate words' in J ; but in K, owing to so many C words having variants in K, the proportion 
of' subordinate words' is enormously large, three times as great as in H and J, and five times as great as in I. 
Both letters contain a very large number of words adopted from Oriental, African, American, Australian, and 
Oceanic languages (these being phonetically usually written with J and K, in preference to G and C) ; hence, 
the' alien words' in J are proportionally thrice as many as in I, and one-fourth more than in H; and in K 

three-and-a-half times as many as,in H, and seven times as many as in I. In those pages of K which contain 
the non-English initial combinations Ka-, Kh-, Kl-, Ko-, Kr-, Ku-, Ky-, these exotic words may be thought 
to superabound; yet it would have been easy to double their number, if every such word occarring in English 
books, or current in the English of colonies and dependencies, had been admitted; our constant effort has 
been to keep down, rather than to exaggerate, this part of 'the white man's burden.' 

Many workers have contributed to the production of this volume. In addition to the volunteer Readers, 
by whom so many of the quotations have been collected, and of whom the chief have been mentioned 
in Vol. I, the services have to be recorded of Mr. S. Taylor, of the White House, Crossings, Chapel-en-le
Frith, who at an early period arranged the materials for Ho- alphabetically and chronologically, and of 

Mr. A. W. Longden, of Hook Green, Marple, Stockport, who did the same for those of Hu- and HY-. The 
sub-editing of HA- was undertaken by the late Mr. G. A. Schrumpf, who, however, at his death, had only 
partially put the quotations in order as far as Har-. A portion of HE-, including Head and its derivatives, 
was arranged by Mr. H. M. Fitz-Gibbon, of 49 Merrion Square, Dublin. The materials for HI- were skilfully 
sub-edited by Dr. R. J. Lloyd, of Liverpool; parts of Ho- and HY-, Hoo- to Horus, Hyp- to Hyz-, by the 
late Mr. John Peto; another part of Ho-, Hos- to Hoz-, and the whole of Hu- by the late Mr. W. Noel 
Woods, B.A., and Mrs. Woods; part of HY- to Hym-, by Miss M. Quick, Clifton. The whole of the rest 
of the materials (with the exception of the pronominal words) were sub-edited between 1883 and 1890, by 
E. L. Brandreth, Esq., Member of Council of the Philological Society, who subsequently also (1895-8) 
revised and re-subedited the greater part of the letter. For preliminary assistance with I we are indebted 
mainly to the indefatigable labours of Miss J. E. A. Brown, of Further Barton, near Cirencester, and to the 
Rev. Canon Rupert Morris, D.D., the former having sub-edited most of the materials as far as the end 
of Into, the latter the remainder from Intra onward. A section from Inconcealable to Indiscriminate was 
prepared by the Rev. E. H. Sugden, now Master of Queen's College in the University of Melbourne, before 
he left England in 1887; and a small portion by Mr. T. Wilson, of Rivers Lodge, Harpenden. The whole 
of the letter I was subsequently revised, with incorporation of new quotations, by Miss Brown, whose work 
at the materials for this letter thus extended from 1887 to 1900. The materials for J were, at an early 
stage (1882-6), arranged by the late Rev. Walter Gregor, D.D., of Pitsligo; the whole was subsequently 
(1896-9) sub-edited, with much addition of material and investigation of difficult points, by the Rev. C. B.. 
Mount, M. A. , Oxford. The materials for K were originally put in order for the Philological Society by 
Mr. H. Hucks Gibbs, now Lord Aldenham; they have been sub-edited for us during 1892-3, and again in 
1899-1900, with great research into the literary history of the Oriental words, by Mr. Brandreth. No fewer 
than five of these excellent helpers have passed away' without seeing the printed sheets of any portion of the 
letters at which they worked; of their esteemed services, as of those of the survivors above-named, and 
especially of those of Mr. Brandreth, Miss J. E. A. Brown, and Mr. Mount, whose assistance has been so 

so effective, the heartiest acknowledgement is now made. 
In the proof stage we have again to record the help of (alas! that it should be necessary so to describe

him) the late Fit:t;edward Hall, D.C.L., of Marlesford, Wickham Market. This help was cqntinued till within 
a few weeks of his death, which took place on February I, 1901, at the age of seventy-six. We have had 
in every volume to record the supremely valuable services gratuitously rendered to the Dictionary by this 
eminent English scholar, who, as a pure labour of love, for many years devoted several hours every day 
to the examination of our proofs, in order to make additions to them from his enormous collections of notes 
on English words, phrases, and idioms, containing quotations from, or references to, thousands of books of the 
last four centuries. To the Dictionary his death is an incalculable loss, a loss that would indeed have b en 
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irreparable but for the fact that he left directions that all his MS. quotations, references, notes, and memo
randa, should be handed over to the Editor, and that we should have the free use of the books in his own 
extensive library to which these referred. We have accordingly begun, with the assistance of many willing 
hands, to have the quotations indicated in his reference-lists excerpted, put upon slips, and added to our 
materials, so that the Dictionary may continue in some measure to profit by his researches, although at 
the cost of much time and labour which during his lifetime he himself bestowed. Hearty acknowledgement 
is made of the way in which Mr. Richard D. Hall has done everything to facilitate this completion of his 
honoured father's services to the Dictionary and to English lexicography . 

Second only to the contributions of Dr. Fitzedward Hall, in e nhancing our illustration of the literary 
history of individual words, phrases, and constructions, have been those of Dr. W. C. Minor, received week 
by week for words at which we were actually working. For other help in the proof stage we have to thank 
the Right Hon. L ord Aldenham; the Rev. Canon Fowler, of Durham; the late Mr. Russell Martineau, M.A. 
(down to his lamented death in December, 1898); the Rev. J. B. Johnston, B.D., Falkirk; Monsieur F. J. 
Amours, Glasgow; Mr. A. Caland, Wageningen, Holland; and especially Miss Edith and Miss E. P. 

Thompson, now of Lansdowne, Bath, and Mr. R. J owitt Whitwell, of Oxford, whose researches, both in the 
Bodleian Library and at the Public Record Office, have added much to our illustration of the history of legal 
and historical terms. Grateful acknowledgement is also made of t he etymological assistance rendered by 
Professor Eduard Sievers, of Leipzig, and by M. Paul Meyer, Member of the Institute of France; as also, 
in particular words, of that of Professors Napier, J. Wright, Bywater, Robinson Ellis, Driver, Margoliouth, 
Morfill, and Rh))"s, of Oxford; Professo.rs Kluge and Schroer (Freiburg-im-Breisgau), Luick (Graz), Morsbach 
(Gottingen); Dr. J. W. Muller, Leyden; of Mr. J. T. Platts, M.A. with Persian and Indian words, and of 
Professor Bullock with Chinese words; and especially, in J and K, of Mr. James Platt, junior, of 77 
St. Martin's Lane, London, whose researches have enabled us to give the exact history of many words from 
far-off languages. The friends who have helped in the treatment or investigation of the history of historical, 
legal, philosophical, scientific, and technical words in this volume are too numerous to mention; most of 
them have already been named in earlier prefaces; but particular mention must here be made of the help 
of Mr. R. E. Baynes, M.A.; Rev. Andrew Clark, M.A.; Mr. W. A. Clarke, F.L.S.; Mr. C. H. Firth, M.A., 
LL.D"; Mr. W. W. Fisher, M.A.; Professor Gotch, F.R.S.; Mr. Horace Hart, M.A.; Mr. R. R. Marett, M.A.; 
Professor H. A. Miers, M.A.; Professor Odling, F. R.S.; Sir Frederick Pollock, D.c.L .; Mr. G. F. Stout, 
M.A.; Mr. V. H. Veley, F.R.S.; Mr. C. C. J. Webb, M.A.; Professor J. Cook Wilson; and the late Sir John 
Stainer, of Oxford; of Professor Alfred Newton, the Rev. Professor Skeat, and Dr. W. Aldis Wright, 
Cambridge; Mr. W. W. Dobell, Dr. F. J. Furnivall, Mr. James Hammond, Dr. J. A. Kingdon, London; 
Dr. S.R. Gardiner; the Deputy-Keeper of the Public Records; the Director of the Royal Gardens, Kew; 
the Director of the Natural History Museum, South Kensington; the Secretary of the Zoological Society; 
Mr. BarclayV. Head and Mr. E. J. Scott, of the British Museum; Mr. E. W. Hulme, of H. M. Patent Office; 
also of Sir J. S. Burdon-Sanderson and Dr. W. Sykes, F.S.A., of Woking, with the history of medical terms; 
of Professor J. K. Laughton and Mr. M. Oppenheim, with the history of naval terms; of Professor 
Albert H. Chester, of New Brunswick, N.J., with names of minerals; and of Mr. Albert Matthews, of 
Boston, U.S., with the history of many American uses of words, especially during the Colonial period. 

The Assistants in the Scriptorium, who have b(;!en engaged on this volume, are Messrs. C. G. Balk; 
A. T. Maling, M.A.; F. J. Sweatman, M.A.; A. R. Sewell; and H. Price. On parts of the work earlier or later, 
there have also been engaged Messrs. C. T. Onions, M.A.; A. H. Mann, B.A.; E.]. Thomas, B.A.; and 
Miss Hilda Murray. Mr. Alfred Erlebach, B.A., a valued member of the Scriptorium staff in earlier times, 
who continued to render occasional assistance, died on October 7, 1899. In the latter half of this volume 
I have also had the collaboration of Mr. W. A. Craigie, M.A., who has taken a large share in the 
preparation of K, especially of the etymological articles, and has now been entrusted with the preparation 
of volume VIII. 

JAMES A. H. MURRAY. 
THB SClUPTORIUM, OXFORD, 

20 August, 1901. 
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been compelled to sacrifice some time before. 
of the word doubtful. 

v. 96 Don Mariotto, Knight of the Inasswagable Panch. 

ADDITIONS AND EMENDATIONS. 


HlLlfpennyworth. b. Earlier example of haifpennyworth of tar :

or 

for 

-
1631 CAPT. SMITH Advt. Planters 30 Rather .. to lose ten sheepe, than 
be at the charge of a halfe penny worth of Tarre. 

Bander. spec.=HANDLER 2. 1 746 Acct. ofCock:fight in 42nd Ann. 
Rcp. Deputy Keeper P. R. 166 In such manner as is usual for handers 
to account ten. 1794 Sporting Mag. III. 169 Called ' handers' 
, setters to'. 

Kansardl• Early examples :-1449 Rolls Parlt. V. 144/2 Hanser. 
1453 Ibid. V. 230/i Another Subsidie .. of every Venecian, Esterlynge . .  
Lumbard, Hanszard, Prucier, and also other Straungers Merchauntz. 
Ibid., Hansard. 

Karrier 2, the dog. Earlier examples :-1408 Privy Seal (20 Aug. 
9 Hen IV. (No. 5874) La garde de nos chiens appellez hayrers. 1413 
Rot. Pat. I Hen. V. pt. 3, memb. 19, 12 June, Custodiam canum nostro
rum vocatorum ' hayreres '. 1446 Issues of Excheq. (ed. Devon), 
[Hounds called] heireres. 

t Kasll:, a. (used adv.) c 1420 Pallad. on Husb. VII. 124 Al hugely 
and haske [L. rauce]. 

t Kasll:ness. Obs. [f. HASK a.] Hoarseness, huskiness. 1519 
HORMAN Vu!g. 28 He hath a great haskenes [graui asthmate impli
catttr]. 1540 EARL OF BATH in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. II. II. 158, I am 
.. sore aggreved with the agew myxte with a cough & haskenes. 16 . . 
in J. Thompson Ann. Influenza (1863) 9 A dry cough, pain of the breast, 
haskness and roughness of the throat. 

Kaversine. The name was introduced by Prof. Jas. Inman, D.D., 
iu his Navigation and Nautical Astronomy ed. 3, 1835. Cf. Dict. 
Nat. Biog. 

Kaw, sb.3 b. Earlier example :-c 1450 ME. Med. Bk. (Heiurich) 98 
A charme for pe ha we in pe yeo 

Keadstock. 1 f. (Of a bell.) Earlier quot. :-1688 R. HOLME 
Armoury III. 461/2 A Bell Azure hanging by its Headstock and 
Gugions in an Arch. 

Kog-deer I.  (Alter.) The common name of a small Indian deer , 
Axis porcinus. (Sometimes also used to include A. maculatus.) 

Kogreeve. Earlier example :-1689-90 Boston (U. S.) Town Rec. 
10 Mar., Officers for the yeare . •  were chosen as followeth • •  6 Hogg 
Reeues. 

Kunch, v. I. Earlier example : 1581 R. V. Caluine on Gal. iv. 30. II2 
The heritage is saued for vs, howsoeuer, bragly they hunche at vs 
a time. 

Kusting, 2 b. For a hustings court, curia hustengorum, in Oxford, 
ee Wood's Life &> Times (0. H. S.) IV. 183-4. 

Kut, sb. I b. (Showing that to be the earlier use) . 1545 St. Papers, 

Hen. VIII X. 609 The French armey .. having broken up their campe
,
and brent all their huiltes , removed .. towardes Arde. 

t I-kepe, v. Obs. The sense in the quots. is that of KEEP v. 5, 6 c, to 
.watch for, wait for, intercept, ward off. 

Immersion. Earlier example :-c 1450 Mirour Saluacioun 1407 
Thas whilk in watire takes duwe inmersionne. 

Immigrant. Earlier example:-1789 MORSE Amer. Geag. 253 
There are in this state [N. Y.]. many immigrants from Scotland, Ireland, 
Germany. 

Imperial, Early example :-1839 WARREN Ten Thousand
a Year i, An imperial-i. e. a dirt-coloured tuft of hair, permitted to grow
perpendicularly down the under lip of puppies-poor Mr. Titmouse had

[This makes the history
Perh. it was merely revived in compliment to 

Early example :-1654 GAYTON Pleasant Notes III. 

sb. 8. 

Napoleon III, to whom the French Diets. refer it.) 
Inassuageable. 

Incitre88. Literary example :-1654 GAYTON Pleasant NOtes IV. 
vi Bright Sun-beame, repairer and incitresse of my decaying heat. 

Inc1u8e, a. Later example :-1715 M. DAVIES Athen. Brit. I. Pref. 
20 The Incluse Anchoret Peter , from the Confines of Spain. 

Income, V. Delete quot. c 1565, the word being an error of the ed. 
cited. 

Inconsutue, a. Early example in lit. sense :-c I<f.50 Mirour Salua-
cioun 3205 Marie didde onne hire sons cote inconsutyle with out 
semyng. 

India. paper. Cf. 1 750 WALPOLE Lett. ( 1 846) II. 351 Mrs. Frere • •  

screamed about Indian paper. 
Indomable, a. Early example :-c r 450 Mirour Saluacioun 

The Egle indomable thow reclamed at the fulle. 

Ingot. Anglo-Fr. ex ample of sense 2 :-1423 Rolls Parlt. IV. 
Item, diverses Yng ottes & kakes d'arg[ent), pois[auntz] XXXIII 
VII unc'. Item, VI Yngottes d'arg[ent], poisauntz VI H; IX unc' clio 

Ingrain, a. r b (American use) :-1836 Penny Cye!. VI. 314/1 Kid
denninster .. carpets, or, as the Americans more descriptively term them, 
ingrain carpets. 

Inscriber. Earlier example :-1674 SIR G. MACKENZIE Laws 
Customs Scotl. Matters Criminal xix. § 8 (1699) The inscriber 
according to the Civil Law, oblidged to find caution. 

InsenSible, a. I. (Confirming this as earliest sense) :-c I 380 WYCLIlI' 
Wks. (1880) 469 Bileue is insensible and more trewe pan siche signes; as 
pis treupe is insensible pat two and pre maken fyue, and 3it it is 
certeyn pan ony sensible ping heere. 

Instigatrlx. Literary example :-1674 BREVINT Saul at Endor 
109 The 'Woman should be the Instigatrix , or the first Sollicitress. 

Interlace, V. 4. Earlier example :-1531 ELYOT Gov. III. xxv. (1880) 
II. 398 Admytte that some histories be interlaced with leasynges. 

Invert, v., sense 2, add: . 
g. Math. To transform by inversion; to obtain the inverse of: 

INVERSE sb. 2, INVERSION 3. 

Irreclaimable, a. 2 b. Earlier example:-I8u BRACKENRIDGE 
Views of Louisiana (1814) 159 Of this portion, there is not more 
a fourth which can be considered irreclaimable. 

Irregular, a. Insert between senses 6 and 7 :-Math. (see quots.

1700 MOXON Math. Diet. s.v. Regular, Those [figures are] called 
Irregular, which have not the Equality of Sides and Angles, as 
Prisms and Trapezia's. 1734 J. WARD Introd. Math. III. i. § 4 (ed. 6) 
290 An Irregnlar Polygon is that Figure which hath many unequal Sides 
standing at unequal Angles. 

Irre1evanc;y. Early example :-1592 Sc. Acts las. VI (1597) § 151 
Seeing that cliverse exceptiones and objectiones risis vpon 
libelles . • be alleged irrelevancie thereof. 

Ism, quasi-sb. Earlier example :-1680 E. PETTIT Vis. Purcatory 
46 He was the great Hieroglyphick of Jesuitism, Puritanism, Quaquer.
ism, and all Isms from SchIsm. 

Jag, sb.2 I c. Cf. 1678 RAY Provo 87 Proverbiall Periphrases of one 
drunk. . •  He has a jagg or load. 

Jasmine, I fJ. Earlier example:-1548 TURNER Names of Herbes 
44 Iasminum otherwise called Iasme. 

Jaw, sb.l 7 jaw-piece. Read:- = JOWPIIt. ,
Jerkin-head. Cf. KIRKIN-HEAD, the earlier existence of which 

suggests thatjerkin-head originated in some error. 
Jibo;ya.. Early example :-1613 PURCHAS Pilgrimage (1614) 

[Brazil] Of Snakes without venome, !'-e numbereth the GwO)'a, some ;>f 
which are twentie foote long, and WIll swallow a Deere whole. 
839 Iaboya. 
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